IN THE CLAIMS: 

1. A method of ablating tissue within a body of a patient comprising: 

providing an elongated flexible tubular member having at least one 
en and a distal end portion; 

providing an ablative device which is configured to be longitudinally 
received within said at least one lumen of said flexible tubular member, said 
ablative device having an energy delivery portion which is coupled to a source 
of ablative energy; 

troducing said flexible tubular member into the patient's body and 
positioning the distal end portion of the tubular member adjacent to or in 
contact with a tissue region to be ablated; 

transluminally positioning the ablative device through the at least one 
lumen of the flexible tubular member until the energy delivery portion is 



located at least partially within said distal end portion; and 

delivering ablative energy to said energy delivery portion to ablate said 
tissue region. 



The metho^l of claim 1 wherein 
the distal end portion is pre-shaped. 



The method of claim 1 wherein 
the distal end portion is malleable. 



4. The method of claim 1 wherein 

said introducing said flexible tubular member into the patient's body comprises 
introducing the flexible tutmlar member through an opening in the body of the 
patient. \^ 

5. The method of claim 4 wherein 

said opening in the body is located in the chest of the patient. 



6. The method of claim 5 wherein 
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saiffl flexible tubular member is inserted through a partial or median 
sternotomy opening in the chest. 

7. The method of claim 5 wherein 

said flexible tubular member is inserted through a thorascopic opening 
in the chest. 

8. The metlipd of claim 5 wherein 
said flexible tubular member is inserted through a percutaneous portal 

access opening in the chest. 

9. The method of claim 1 wherein 

said tissue region to be ablated is a tissue region located within or on an 
organ or vessel selecte^ from the group consisting of a heart, a stomach, a liver, 
a pancreas, a kidney, ai^ esophagus, an intestine, a uterus, a spleen, a prostate, 
or a brain. 

10. The method of claim 4 further comprising 
positioning the distal end portion of the flexible tubular member 

adjacent to or in contact with an epicardium of the heart of the patient. 

1 1 . The method of claim 1\0 wherein 

the heart remains beating during said positioning of the distal end 
portion. 

12. The method of claim 10 flirther comprising: 
positioning the distal end portion of the flexible tubular member 

adjacent to or in contact with at least a portion of the transverse sinus 
preparatory to treating atrial fibrillaVon. 

13. The method of claim 10 wherein 
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said distal end portion is positioned adjacent to or in contact with at least 
a portion of the oblique sinus preparatory to treating atrial fibrillation. 

14 The method of claim 10 wherein 
5 said pistal end portion is positioned adjacent to or in contact with a 

posterior wall of a left atrium proximate to a junction between a pulmonary 
vein and the left atrium of the heart. 



15. The merhod of claim 10 wherein 

10 said distal end portion is positioned substantially adjacent to a 

pulmonary vein on an epicardial surface of the heart. 

16. The method\of claim 15 further comprising 

repeating said positioning the distal end portion and said delivering 
15 ablative energy two^ or more times to create a substantially annular ablation 
around one or more pulmonary veins of the heart of the patient. 



17. The method of claim 4 further comprising 

forming a penetration through a muscular wall of the heart into an 
20 interior chamber thereof and 

\ 

positioning the distal end portion of the flexible tubular member through 
the penetration. 



18. The method of claim 17 further comprising 
25 positioning the distal end portion of the elongated tubular member 

adjacent to or in contact wi^h a tissue surface of an interior wall of an interior 
chamber of the heart. 



19. The method of claim 18 further comprising 
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positioning the distal end portion of the elongated tubular member 
adjacent \to or in contact with a tissue surface of an interior wall of a hollow 
organ. 

5 20. The Vnethod of claim 18 wherein 

the interior chamber is selected from a right atrium or a left atrium. 

2 1 . The method of claim 20 wherein 

the distal end portion is pre-shaped to extend at an angle of from 
10 between about (\and 90 degrees relative to a longitudinal axis of the tubular 
member. 

22. The method hf claim 20 wherein 
the distal end portion is annular shaped. 



15 
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23. The method of claim 1 wherein said energy delivery portion is flexible. 

24. The method of \ claim 1 wherein said energy delivery portion is 
unidirectional. 

25. The method of claim 1 wherein 
said energy delivery portion comprises a microwave ablation element. 



26. The method of claim* 2 5 wherein 

25 said microwave ablation element is flexible. 

27. The method of claim 23y wherein 

said microwave ablatiomelement is directional 

30 28. The method of claim 1 wherein 
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baid energy delivery portion comprises a radiofrequency ablation 
elements 

29. Thk method of claim 28 wherein 
5 saidvradiofrequency ablation element is flexible. 

30. The method of claim 28 wherein 
said radiofrequency ablation element is directional. 

10 31. The method of claim 1 wherein 

said energy delivery portion comprises an ultrasound ablation element. 



32. The method of claim 3 1 wherein 
said ultrasound ablation element is flexible. 

15 

33 . The method of claim 3 1 wherein 
said ultrasound ablation element is directional. 



34. The method of claim 1 wherein 
20 said energy delivery portion comprises a laser ablation element. 



35. The method of claim 34 wherein 

said laser ablation element is flexible. 



25 36. The method of claim 34 wherein 

said laser ablation element is directional. 



30 



37. The method of claim T^vherein 

said energy delivery portion comprises a fluid delivery element. 



38. The method of claim 37 wherein 
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siid fluid delivery element is flexible. 

3 9 . ThAmethod of claim 3 7 wherein 

said fluid delivery element is directional. 

40. The melshod of claim 1 wherein 

said energy delivery portion comprises a cryogenic ablation element. 



41 . The method of claim 40 wherein 
10 said cryogenic ablation element is flexible. 



42. The method oFclaim 40 wherein 

said cryogenic aMation element is directional. 

15 43. The method of claim 1 further comprising 

repositioning the energy delivery portion of the ablative device within 
the distal end portion of tnb flexible tubular member at least once to form a 
plurality of strategically positioned lesions along said tissue region. 



20 44. The method of claim 43 Wherein 

at least a portion of respective ones of said plurality of lesions overlap 
one another to form a continuousuesion. 



45. The method of claim 44 wherein 
25 said plurality of lesions are formed in a substantially rectilinear pattern. 



46. The method of claim 44 wherein 

said plurality of lesions are formed in a substantially curvilinear pattern. 



30 47. The method of claim 44 wherein 

said plurality of lesions are formedyin a substantially annular pattern. 
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18. The method of claim 1 further comprising 

positioning the distal end portion of the flexible tubular member 
adjacent to or in contact with a tissue region within an interior chamber of the 
heart of a patient. 

49. \ The method of claim 4 wherein 

said energy delivery portion comprises a microwave ablation element. 

10 50. Thb method of claim 49 wherein 

saidVnicrowave ablation element is directional. 

5 1 . The method of claim 24 wherein 

said flexible tubular member includes a key assembly to properly align 
1 5 the energy delivery portion within the distal end portion of the flexible tubular 
member such that the predetermined direction of the ablative energy aligns 
with the tissue region to be ablated. 



52. The method of claim 49 wherein 

20 said microwave^ablation element comprises a microwave antenna which 

is located within an antenna assembly of the instrument for generating an 
electromagnetic field sufficient to cause ablation of said tissue region, said 
antenna assembly being adapted to direct the majority of the electromagnetic 
field generally in a predetermined direction across the distal end portion of the 

25 flexible tubular member. 



53. The method of claim 52, wherein 

said antenna is configured to generate said electromagnetic field 

substantially radially from a longitudinal axis of the antenna, and said antenna 

\ 

30 assembly includes an elongated shield extending partially around and generally 
in the direction of the longitudinal axis of the antenna, said shield defining an 
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opening adapted to direct said majority of the electromagnetic field generally in 
said predetermined direction. 

54. \ The method of claim 52 wherein 

said flexible tubular member includes a key assembly to properly align 
the antenna assembly within the distal end portion of the flexible tubular 
member such that the predetermined direction of the electromagnetic field 
aligns with the tissue region to be ablated. 

10 55. The method of claim 4 wherein 

said energy delivery portion comprises a laser ablation element. 

56. The methodW claim 55 wherein 

said laser ablation element is directional. 
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57. The method of claim 55 wherein 



said laser ablation element comprises a laser emitting element which is 
located within a laser emitting assembly of the instrument for generating an 
electromagnetic field sufficient to cause ablation of said tissue region, said laser 
20 emitting assembly being adapted to direct the majority of the electromagnetic 
field generally in a predetermined direction across the distal end portion of the 
flexible tubular member. 



58. The method of claim 57, wherein 
25 said laser emitting element is configured to generate said 

electromagnetic field substantially radially from a longitudinal axis of the laser 
emitting element, and said laser emitting assembly includes an elongated 



reflector extending partially around Wd generally in the direction of the 
longitudinal axis of the laser emitting element, said shield defining an opening 
30 adapted to direct said majority of the electromagnetic field generally in said 
predetermined direction. 
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19. The method of claim 57 wherein 

said flexible tubular member includes a key assembly to properly align the laser 
emitting assembly within the distal end portion of the flexible tubular member 
such that the predetermined direction of the electromagnetic field aligns with 
the tissue region to be ablated. 

60. The method of claim 4 wherein 

said energy delivery portion comprises a ultrasound ablation element. 

6 1 . The method of claim 60 wherein 

said ultrasound ablation element is directional. 



JB 62. The method of claim 60 wherein 

psf 15 said ultrasound ablation element comprises at least one ultrasound 

f transducer whiA is located within an ultrasound ablation assembly of the 

ry instrument for generating an acoustic pressure wave sufficient to cause ablation 

Ji of said tissue region, said ultrasound ablation assembly being adapted to direct 

5 the majority of the^ acoustic pressure wave generally in a predetermined 
20 direction across the distal end portion of the flexible tubular member. 



63. The method of claim 62, wherein 

said ultrasound transducer is configured to generate said acoustic 
pressure wave substantially radially from a longitudinal axis of the ultrasound 
25 ablation element, and saiei ultrasound ablation assembly includes an good 
echogenic material extending partially around and generally in the direction of 
the longitudinal axis of the\ultrasound transducer, said echogenic material 
defining an opening adapted to direct said majority of the acoustic pressure 
wave generally in said predetermined direction. 



30 



64. The method of claim 62 wherein 
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lid flexible tubular member includes a key assembly to properly align 
the ultrasound ablation assembly within the distal end portion of the flexible 
tubular member such that the predetermined direction of the acoustic pressure 
wave aligns with the tissue region to be ablated. 
5 \ 

65. The method of claim 4 wherein 

said energy delivery portion comprises a cryoablation element. 

66. The method of claim 65 wherein 

10 said cryoabmtion element is directional. 

67. The method of\claim 65 wherein 

said cryoablation element comprises a decompression chamber which is 
located within a cryoablation assembly of the instrument for generating a 
15 thermal sink sufficient to\cause ablation of said tissue region, said cryoablation 
assembly being adapted \to direct the majority of the thermal conduction 
generally in a predetermined direction across the distal end portion of the 
flexible tubular member. 



20 68. The method of claim 67* wherein 

said decompression chancer is configured to generate said thermal sink 
substantially radially from a longitudinal axis of the cryoablation element, and 
said cryoablation assembly includes an elongated thermal isolating element 
extending partially around and generally in the direction of the longitudinal 

25 axis of the cryoablation element, said thermal isolating element defining an 
opening adapted to direct said majority of the thermal conduction generally in 
said predetermined direction. 



69. The method of claim 67 wherein\ 
30 said flexible tubular member includes a key assembly to properly align 

the cryoablation assembly within the distal end portion of the flexible tubular 
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memWr such that the predetermined direction of the thermal conduction aligns 
with tne tissue region to be ablated. 

70. The method of claim 1 wherein 

sard flexible tubular member comprises one or more electrodes coupled 
to said distal end portion of the flexible tubular member, said method further 
comprising 

sensing contact between the flexible tubular member and the tissue 
region to be ablated using said one or more electrodes. 



71. The method of claim 1 wherein 

said distal end portion of the flexible tubular member includes at least 
first and second se\tions, said first section having a loop configuration sized 
and dimensioned to substantially encircle an opening to a pulmonary vein, and 
1 5 said second section expending from said first section and having a substantially 
longitudinal configuration.. 

72. The method of claim\71 wherein 

said second section includes at least one electrode. 
20 \y 

73. The method of claim 71 further comprising 

introducing the distal end portion of the flexible tubular member into an 
atrium of the heart such that the fi^st section substantially encircles the opening 
to the pulmonary vein and said second section extends a short distance into the 
25 vein through the opening thereof. 

74. The method of claim 73 further comprising 
sensing electrical activity within the pulmonary vein with said at least 

one electrode. * 



75. The method of claim 73 further comprising 
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\ assessing the electrical isolation of the pulmonary vein by using said at 
least one electrode to attempt to pace the heart from within the pulmonary vein. 

76. The method of claim 73 further comprising 

assessing the electrical isolation of the pulmonary vein by using said at 
least one\electrode to attempt to monitor the electrical activation from the left 
atrium. \ 

77. The method of claim 73 further comprising 

introducing at least one contrast agent through said at least one lumen of 
the flexible tubular member into the pulmonary vein. 



78. The method of claim 1 wherein 

said distal end portion of the flexible tubular member includes at least 

\ 

one temperature sensor, said method further comprising 

measuring a temperature of the tissue region using said temperature 

sensor. 



79. The method of claim 1 wherein 
said ablative device includes at least one temperature sensor, said 

method further comprising 

measuring a temperature from within the flexible tubular member at one 
or more locations within the tabular member using the temperature sensor. 

80. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

providing a guide sheath haying a pre-shaped distal end portion; 

providing an introducer sheafh having a distal end; 

introducing the introducer sheath into an interior chamber of the heart; 

telescopically introducing the guide sheath through the introducer sheath 
such that the pre-shaped distal end portion of the guide sheath extends a short 
distance beyond the distal end of the introducer sheath in a direction which is 
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sufficient to direct the distal end portion of the flexible tubular member towards 
the tissue region to be ablated; and 

tblescopically introducing the flexible tubular member through the guide 
catheter \o position the distal end portion adjacent to or in contact with the 
5 tissue region to be ablated. 

8 1 . The rmethod of claim 80 wherein 

the interior chamber is selected from a right atrium or a left atrium. 

10 82 . The method\pf claim 80 wherein 

the interior chamber is selected from a right ventricle or a left ventricle. 



83. The method of claim 80 wherein 

said introducer sheath is sized and dimensioned to extend into an interior 
15 chamber of the heart fromya peripheral access vessel in the arm or leg of the 
patient. 



84. The method of claim 80 wherein 

said introducer sheath is steed and dimensioned to extend into an interior 
20 chamber of the heart of the patient^from a jugular vein of the patient. 



85. The method of claim 80 wherein 

said introducer sheath is sized ai^d dimensioned to extend into an interior 
chamber of the heart of the patient from a\ subclavian vein of the patient. 



25 



86. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

providing a guide sheath having a pre-shaped distal end portion; 
introducing the guide sheath into an interior chamber of the heart such 
that the distal end portion extends in a direction which is sufficient to direct the 
30 distal end portion of the flexible tubular member towards the tissue region to be 
ablated; and \ 
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telescopically introducing the flexible tubular member through the guide 
sheath to Position the distal end portion adjacent to or in contact with the tissue 
region to be ablated. 

5 87. The method of claim 86 wherein 

the interior chamber is selected from a right atrium or a left atrium. 

88. The method of claim 86 wherein 

the interiorVhamber is selected from a right ventricle or a left ventricle. 
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89. The method of claim 86 wherein 

said guide catheter is sized and dimensioned to extend into an interior 
chamber of the heart fi^om a peripheral access vessel in the arm or leg of the 
patient. 

90. The method of claim 86 wherein 
said introducer sheatmis sized and dimensioned to extend into an interior 

chamber of the heart of the patient from a jugular vein of the patient. 



20 91. The method of claim 86 wherein 

said introducer sheath is siz^d and dimensioned to extend into an interior 
chamber of the heart of the patient from a subclavian vein of the patient. 



92. The method of claim 1, wherein 
25 said tubular member includes ^window portion in a portion of a side 

wall of the tubular member near the distal end portion of the tubular member, 
and \y 

said positioning the tubular membe^comprises positioning the window 
portion adjacent to or in contact with the tissue region to be ablated. 



30 



93. The method of claim 92, wherein 

\ 
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said transluminally positioning the ablative device through the tubular 
member comprises positioning at least a portion of the energy delivery portion 
of the ablative device proximate to said window portion. 

5 94. The\method of claim 93, wherein 

said Window portion is formed of a material used to obtain a good 
energy transfer between the ablative device and the tissue to ablate. 

95. The method of claim 93, wherein 
10 said winapw portion is formed of a material with a low water absorption 

coefficient. 



96. The method of claim 94, wherein 

said ablative device comprises at least one ultrasonic ablation element. 
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97. The method of claim 93, wherein 

said window portion comprises a removed portion of the side wall of the 
tubular member and whprein said ablative device comprises a ultrasonic 
ablation element. 



98. The method of claim 93, wherein 

said window portion is Aformed of a laser transparent material and said 
ablative device comprises a lasers emitting element. 



25 99. The method of claim 93, wherein 

said window portion comprises a removed portion of the side wall of the 
tubular member and wherein said ablative device comprises a laser ablation 
element. 



30 100. The method of claim 93, wherein 
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skid window portion is formed of a electrically conductive material and 
said ablative device comprises a RF ablation element. 

101 . The method of claim 93, wherein 

5 said window portion is formed of a dielectric material having a low loss- 

tangent at microwave frequencies and said ablative device comprises a 
microwave ablation element. 

1 02 . The method of claim 93 , wherein 

10 said windowvportion comprises a removed portion of the side wall of the 

tubular member and wherein said ablative device comprises a microwave 
ablation element. 

103. The method of clWi 93, wherein 
15 said window portion comprises a removed portion of the side wall of the 

tubular member and wherein said ablative device comprises a microwave 
ablation element. 



1 04. The method of claim 93a wherein 
said window portion is formed of 
said ablative device comprises a cryoablation element. 



20 said window portion is formed of a good thermal conductor material and 



105. The method of claim 93, wherein 

said window portion comprises a removed portion of the side wall of the 
25 tubular member and wherein said ablative device comprises a cryoablation 
element. \^ 

\ 

106. A method of ablating tissue comprising: 

positioning a pre-shaped distal end portion of a guide catheter proximate 

\ 

30 to a tissue region to be ablated of a body structure; 
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ransluminally positioning an energy delivery portion of an ablative 
device through said guide catheter until said energy delivery portion is located 
within at past a portion of said distal end portion; 

delivering sufficient energy to said energy delivery portion to ablate said 
tissue region through said distal end portion of the guide catheter. 

107. A method of ablating tissue within an interior chamber of a patent's 
heart comprising: 

providing a flexible tubular member having a distal end portion which is 
shaped to substantially conform the distal end portion to a tissue region within 
an atrial chamber ©f the patient's heart; 

introducing the flexible tubular member into an atrial chamber of the 
heart and positioning the distal end portion adjacent to or in contact with the 
tissue region; 

transluminally positioning an energy delivery portion of an ablative 
device through said flexible tubular member until said energy delivery portion 
is at least partially locatedVwithin said distal end portion; 

delivering ablative energy to said energy delivery portion to ablate said 
tissue region. 

108. A system for ablating tissue within a body of a patient comprising: 
an elongated flexitle tubular member having at least one lumen and 

portion which is shaped to be positioned 
selected tissue region within the body of the 



including a pre-shaped 
adjacent to or in contac 
patient; and / 

an ablative dqyice 
longitudinally within said 
portion located near a di 




which is configured to be slideably received 
at least one lumen and having an energy delivery 
tal end portion of said ablative device which is 



adapted to be coupled to ankblative energy source. 



109. The system of claim lu8 wherein 
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said energy delivery portion ind ablative energy source are working 
together to produce the ablation of said selected tissue region. 

110. The system of claim 108 where|n 

said flexible tubular member includes at least one radio-opaque element. 



111. The system of claim 110 whereii 
said radio-opaque element can b^ used to assess the shape of the flexible 

tubular member during a fluoroscopic procedure. 

112. The system of claim 108 wherein 
said energy delivery portion includes at least one radio-opaque element. 



113. The system of claim 112 whqre 
said radio-opaque element] is 
extremities of said energy delivery^orti^n 



strategically located to identify the 



114. The system of claim 1 12 wherein 
said radio-opaque element is strategically located to identify the ablation 

location. ^ 

115. The system of claim 116 further including 



an introducer which is configured 
tubular member. 



to longitudinally receive said flexible 



116. The system of claim 115 wherein 

said introducer has a pre-shaped distal end portion which is configured 
to be manipulated to direct the flexible tubular member towards the selected 
tissue region to be ablated following insertion of the distal end portion of the 
introducer into an interior chamber of the heart. 
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117. The system of claim 108 wherein 

said distal end portion o| the flexible tubular member has a distal end 
which is closed. 



5 118. The system of claim 
flexible. 



1(98 wherein said energy delivery portion is 



119. The system of claim l()8 wherein said energy delivery portion is 
unidirectional. 

120. The system of claim 108 wherein 
said energy delivery portion comprises a microwave ablation element. 



121. The system of claim 1 20 wherein 
15 said microwave ablation eleirient is flexible. 



1 22 . The system of claim 1 2£rw lerein 

said microwave ablatidn'element is directional 



20 123. The system of claim 108 wherein 



said ablative device is a laser ablation element 



25 



i 

124. The system of claim 123 wherein 

\ 

said laser ablation element is|flexible. 

! 
1 

125. The system of claim 123 wherein 

said laser ablation element is directional. 



126. The system of claim 108 wherein 
30 said energy delivery portion\ comprises a radiofrequency ablation 

element. \ 
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127. The system of claim 126 wherein 

said radiofrequency ablation element is flexible. 

5 128. The system of claim 126 wherein 

said radiofrequency ablation element is directional. 



10 



129. The system of claim 1 

said energy delivery portion 



130. The system of claim 12S 
said ultrasound ablation 



wherein 

comprises an ultrasound ablation element. 



wherein 

element is flexible. 



131. The system of claim 129 
1 5 said ultrasound ablation 



wherein 




is directional. 



n 



132. The system of claim l£)8jwherein 

said energy delivery-portion comprises an cryoablation element. 



20 133. The system of claim 132 wherein 

said cryoablation element is flexible. 



25 



134. The system of claim 132 wherein 

said cryoablation element isldirectional. 

135. The system of claim 108 wherein 

said energy delivery portion comprises an fluid delivery element. 



136. The system of claim 135 wherein 
30 said fluid delivery element is flexible. 
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137. The system of claim 135 wherein 

said fluid delivery element is directional. 

138. The system of claim 108 wherein 

said distal end portion of the flexible tubular member includes at least 
first and second sections, said first section having a loop configuration sized 
and dimensioned to substantially encircle an opening to a pulmonary vein, said 
second section extending froip said first section and having a substantially 
longitudinal configuration. 



139. The system of claim 138 



wherein 



said second section includes at least one electrode. 

140. The system of claim 108 wherein 

said distal end portion of the flexible tubular member is shaped to 
substantially encircle two or mope pulmonary veins on an epicardial surface of 
the heart of the patient. 



141. The system of claim n 0 8 wherein 



ine system oi claim nu^wnerem 
said ablative device comprises a microwave ablation element. 



142. The system of claim 108 wherein 

said flexible tubular member is sized and dimensioned to be 
transluminally positioned in an atrial \chamber of the heart from a peripheral 
access vessel. 



143. The system of claim 142 wherein 
said peripheral access vessel is a femoral artery in a leg of the patient. 

144. The system of claim 142 wherein 
said peripheral access vessel is a femoral vein in a leg of the patient. 
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145. The system of claim 142 wherein 
said peripheral access vessel is a radial artery or vein in an arm of the 

patient. 

146. The system of claim! 142 wherein 
said peripheral access vessel is a jugular artery or vein in a neck region 

of the patient. 



10 147. The system of claim 108 wherein 

said flexible tubular member further comprises at least one electrode. 



20 
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148. The system of claim 



08 wherein 



said ablative device cLmprises at least one electrode. 



s 149. The system of claim lV)8 Wherein 

nj said distal end portion/of me flexible tubular member includes at least 



one temperature sensor for med^^ng a temperature of the tissue region during 



g* ablation thereof. 



150. The system.of claim 10s wherein 

said ablative device includes at least one temperature sensor which is 
adapted to measure a temperature from within the flexible tubular member at 
one or more locations along a length of the tubular member. 



151. The system of claim 1 08 wherein 

said distal end portion of the flexible tubular member includes at least 
first and second sections, said first section having a loop configuration sized 
and dimensioned to substantially encircle an opening to a pulmonary vein , said 
30 second section extending distally\ from said first section and having a 
substantially longitudinal configurator 
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152. The system of claim 151 wherein 

said second section includes at least one electrode 



153. 



The system of clairr 
said flexible tubula; 



108 wherein 

member includes a key assembly to properly align 
the energy delivery portioi within the distal end portion of the flexible tubular 
member such that the predetermined direction of the ablative energy aligns 
with the tissue region to be ablated. 

154. The system of claim 141 wherein 

said microwave able tion element comprises a microwave antenna which 
is located within an antenna assembly of the instrument for generating an 
electromagnetic field sufficient to cause ablation of said tissue region, said 
antenna assembly being adapted to direct the majority of the electromagnetic 
field generally in a predeteijrpjned direction across the distal end portion of the 
flexible tubular member. 




155. The system of claim 1^54^wherein 

said antenna is Pconfigured to generate said electromagnetic field 
substantially radially>from a longitudinal axis of the antenna, and said antenna 
assembly includes an elongated shield extending partially around and generally 
in the direction of the longitudinal axis of the antenna, said shield defining an 



opening adapted to direct said 
said predetermined direction 



majority of the electromagnetic field generally in 



156. The system of claim 15^4 wherein 

said flexible tubular member includes a key assembly to properly align 
the antenna assembly within \the distal end portion of the flexible tubular 
member such that the predetermined direction of the electromagnetic field 
aligns with the tissue region to be ablated. 
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157. The system of cl^m 123 wherein 

said laser ablation element comprises a laser emitting element which is 
located within a laser emitting assembly of the instrument for generating an 



electromagnetic field su 
emitting assembly being 



'ficient to cause ablation of said tissue region, said laser 
adapted to direct the majority of the electromagnetic 
field generally in a predetermined direction across the distal end portion of the 
flexible tubular member. 



10 158. The system of claim 157, wherein 

said laser emitting element is configured to generate said 

a 

J3 electromagnetic field substantially radially from a longitudinal axis of the laser 

[fj emitting element, and said laser emitting assembly includes an elongated 

^ reflector extending partially around and generally in the direction of the 

^1 15 longitudinal axis of the las^rjemitting element, said shield defining an opening 

b adapted to direct said majority ^pf^e electromagnetic field generally in said 

fli predetermined direction./ 




159. The system of claim 157 wherein 



20 said flexible tubular member includes a key assembly to properly align the laser 
emitting assembly within the distal end portion of the flexible tubular member 
such that the predetermined direction of the electromagnetic field aligns with 
the tissue region to be ablated. 



25 160. The system of claim 132 Wherein 

said ultrasound ablation! element comprises at least one ultrasound 
transducer which is located within an ultrasound ablation assembly of the 
instrument for generating an acoustic pressure wave sufficient to cause ablation 
of said tissue region, said ultrasound ablation assembly being adapted to direct 

30 the majority of the acoustic pressure wave generally in a predetermined 

\ 

direction across the distal end portiorivof the flexible tubular member. 



\ 
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161. The system of claim 1 60 , wherein 

said ultrasound transdicer is configured to generate said acoustic 
pressure wave substantially radially from a longitudinal axis of the ultrasound 
ablation element, and said ulrasound ablation assembly includes an good 
echogenic material extending p irtially around and generally in the direction of 



the longitudinal axis of the u 
defining an opening adapted tc 



wave generally in said predetermined direction. 



wherein 



1 62 . The system of claim 1 60 

said flexible tubular menjiber 
the ultrasound ablation assembljy 
tubular member such that the 
wave aligns with the tissue regi 



trasound transducer, said echogenic material 
direct said majority of the acoustic pressure 



includes a key assembly to properly align 
within the distal end portion of the flexible 
termined direction of the acoustic pressure 
n to! be ablated. 




163. The system of claim 132 

said cryoablation elem^l composes a decompression chamber which is 
located within a cry oablationN assembly of the instrument for generating a 
thermal sink sufficient to cause- / ^blation of said tissue region, said cryoablation 
assembly being adapte^to^diiject the majority of the thermal conduction 
generally in a predetermined direction across the distal end portion of the 
flexible tubular member. 



25 164. The system of claim 163, wherein 

said decompression chamber is configured to generate said thermal sink 
substantially radially from a longitudinal axis of the cryoablation element, and 
said cryoablation assembly includes an elongated thermal isolating element 
extending partially around and generally in the direction of the longitudinal 

30 axis of the cryoablation element, laid thermal isolating element defining an 
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opening adapted to direct said 
said predetermined direction. 



majority of the thermal conduction generally in 



165. The system of claim 163, wherein 

said flexible tubular member includes a key assembly to properly align 
the cryoablation assembly withm the distal end portion of the flexible tubular 
member such that the predetermined direction of the majority of the thermal 
conduction aligns with the tissue region to be ablated. 



smber is substantially transparent to allow 
within said tubular member. 



ade from a material which has a low 



10 166. The system of claim 108 wherein 
said flexible tubular m 
visualization of the ablative devipe 

167. The system of claim 12'0 
15 said flexible tubular met 

loss tangent. 



168. The system of claim 108 wherein 

said flexible tubular member is made from a material which has a low 
20 water absorption coefficient. 



169. The system of claim 123 wherein 

said flexible tubular member is made from a material which has a low 




scattering coefficient. 



170. The system of claim 126 wherein 

said flexible tubular member is made from a material which has a 
electrical conductivity. 



30 171. The system of claim 1 29 wherein 
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said flexible tubular member is ihade from a material working to provide 
a good mechanical impedance matching between the tissue and the ultrasound 
ablation element. 



172. The system of claim 108, wherein 

said tubular member further includes a window portion in a portion of a 
side wall of the tubular member which extends longitudinally along at least a 
portion of the distal end portion of the tubular member. 



173. The system of claim 172, wherein 

said energy delivery portion /of the ablative device is configured to be 
exposed through the window portion of the tubular member for effecting 
ablation of tissue proximate to the window portion. 




174. The system of claim 172{ 

said window portioq^^s formed' of a material used to obtain a good 
energy transfer between the allatiye device and the tissue to ablate. 



175. The system of cl6im 172, wherein 
said window portion is formed of a material with a low water absorption 

coefficient. 

176. The system of claim 175, wherein 
said ablative device comprises at least one ultrasonic ablation element. 



177. The system of claim 172, wherein 

said window portion comprises a removed portion of the side wall of the 
tubular member and wherein said ablative device comprises a ultrasonic 
ablation element. 



178. The system of claim 172, wherein 
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said window portion is formed of a laser transparent material and said 
ablative device comprises a laser emitting element. 



179. The system of claim 172, w' 
said window portion compr 
tubular member and wherein saic 
element. 



'her 



erein 



ses a removed portion of the side wall of the 
ablative device comprises a laser ablation 



180. The system of claim 172, wherein 

said window portion is formed of a electrically conductive material and 
said ablative device comprises a RF ablation element. 

181. The system of claim 1 72, wherein 

said window portion is fof ^ied of a dielectric material having a low loss- 
tangent at microwave frequencies ajid^g^id ablative device comprises a 



microwave ablation element 



/ 




1 82. The system of clairrU 72, .wherein 

A 

said window porti (^comprises a removed portion of the side wall of the 
tubular member and^wherein 
ablation element. , / 



said ablative device comprises a microwave 



183. The system of claim 172, wherein 

said window portion comprises a removed portion of the side wall of the 
tubular member and wherein said ablative device comprises a microwave 
ablation element. 



1 84. The system of claim 122] wherein 

said window portion is fdrmed of a good thermal conductor material and 
said ablative device comprises a Wyoablation element. 
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185. The system of claim 172, whereiijf 

said window portion comprises a removed portion of the side wall of the 
tubular member and wherein said ablative device comprises a cryoablation 
element. 

186. A system for ablating tissue within a body of a patient comprising: 
an elongated flexible tubular member having at least one lumen and 

including a malleable distal end portion which is shaped to be positioned 



adjacent to or in contact with a selec 
patient; and 

an ablative device which isi 



ed tissue region within the body of the 



configured to be slideably received 



longitudinally within said at least one lumen and having an energy delivery 
portion located near a distal end portion of said ablative device which is 
adapted to be coupled to an ablative energy source. 



1 87. The system of claim 1 86 wherein 



/ 

said energy delivery portioj 




?md ablative energy source are working 



together to produce the ablation ^f said^selected tissue region. 




20 188. The system of claim>89 wherein 

said distal end^portion of the flexible tubular member has a distal end 
which is closed. 

189. The system of claim 186 wherein 
25 said energy delivery portion comprises a microwave ablation element. 



190. The system of claim 189 wherein 

said microwave ablation element is flexible. 

30 191. The system of claim 189 wherein 

said microwave ablation element is directional 
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192. 



The system of claim 186 wherein 

said ablative device is a laser ablation element. 



193. The system of claim 

said laser ablation element 



92 wherein 

is flexible. 



194. The system of claim J\92 
said laser ablation eleihent 



wherein 
is directional. 



195. The system of claim 1/86 wherein 

said energy delivery portion comprises a radiofrequency ablation 
element. 



196. The system of claim 
said radiofrequency^ 

197. The system of clafim 
said radiofrequency 




herein 
tion element is flexible. 

^"wherein 
ablation element is directional. 



198. ^Jhe'system of claim 186 wherein 

said energy delivery portion comprises an ultrasound ablation element. 



199. The system of claim 



98 wherein 



said ultrasound ablation element is flexible 



200. The system of claim 198 wherein 



said ultrasound ablation element is directional. 



20 1 . The system of claim 186 wherein 

said energy delivery portion comprises an cryoablation element. 
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202. The system of claim 201 wherein 

said cryoablation element is flexible. 



203. The system of claim 
said cryoablation 



201 wherein 
element is directional. 



204. The system of claim 
said energy delivery 



8p wherein 

p6rtion comprises an fluid delivery element. 



204 



205. The system of claim 

said fluid delivery eleijnent 



wherein 
is flexible. 



206. The system of claim 204 wherein 



said fluid delivery elei 



207. 



ent is directional. 



A guide sheath comprising 

a proximal end ©ortioW^a distal end portion, and at least one lumen 
extending between the prp^imal and distal end portions, said at least one lumen 
being sized and dimensioned to longitudinally slideably receive an ablative 
device therethrough^ said distil end portion having a preformed shape which is 



moveable between a substant: 
through an introducer which 



ally linear configuration for insertion into and 
is adapted to deliver the guide sheath into a 
selected chamber within a heart of a patient, and an operable configuration 
wherein said distal end portion has a loop shape configuration which is sized 
and dimensioned to substantially encircle an opening to a pulmonary vein. 



208. The guide sheath of claim 207 further including 

a second section extending from said first section and having a 
substantially longitudinal configuration. 
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209. The guide sheath of claim 208 wherein 
said distal end portion has a c istal end which is closed. 

210. The guide sheath of claim 20 3 wherein 
said second section includes it least one electrode. 

211. The guide sheath of claim 207 wherein 
said guide sheath further includes a lumen used to inject a contrast 

agent. 



212. The guide sheath of claim 207 
said loop shape configuration 



wherein 

section includes at least one electrode. 




213. The guide sheath of clai 

said second section is 
opening to the pulmonary ve 

tissue region extending about Jhe^periphery of the opening to the pulmonary 
vein. 



wherein 

red to extend a short distance within the 
Ken^rf^i first section is located at or near the 



214. The guide sheath of claim 213 wherein 

said electrode is configured 
pulmonary vein. 



215. A guide sheath comprising 

a proximal end portion, a dista 



o monitor electrical signals within the 



end portion, and at least one lumen, the 

distal end portion having a pre-shapedl configuration including at least first and 

second sections, said first section having a loop configuration sized and 

dimensioned to substantially encircle in opening to a pulmonary, said second 

section extending from said first section and having a substantially linear 

\ 

configuration, said second section including at least one electrode. 

\ 
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216. A guide sheath comprising 

a proximal end portion, a distal end portion, and at least one lumen 
extending between the proximal and distal end portions, said at least one lumen 
being sized and dimensioned tc longitudinally slideably receive an ablative 
5 device therethrough, said distal end portion having a preformed shape which is 
moveable between a substantially linear configuration for insertion into and 
through an introducer which is adapted to deliver the guide sheath into a 
selected chamber within a heart! of a patient, and an operable configuration 
wherein said distal end portion has a curvilinear shape configuration which is 
sized and dimensioned to substantially follow the wall of a interior cardiac 



chamber. 



217. The guide sheath of claim/21 6 wherein 



said interior cardiac chamber is selected from a right or a left atrium. 



218. The guide sheath of claims : 6 when 

said interior cardiac chamber is selected from a right or a left ventricle. 



219. The guide sheath of claim psv6 wherein 
20 said distal end portion^includ ss at least one electrode. 



220. The guide sheath of claim 216 wherein 

said curvilinear shape is configured to substantially follow the posterior 
wall of the left atrium between two pulmonary veins. 



221. The guide sheath of claim 2 1 61 wherein 

said curvilinear shape is configured to substantially follow the posterior 

\ 

wall of the left atrium between a pulmonary vein and the mitral valve. 



30 222. The guide sheath of claim 216 wherein 
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said curvilinear shape is 
wall of the left atrium between a 



configured to substantially follow the posterior 
lmonary vein and the left atrial appendage. 



223. The guide sheath of clai 
said curvilinear shape i^ c 

between the inferior caval veip^nd 

224. The guide sheath of claim 2 



right free wall between the superior 




wherein 

figured to substantially follow the isthmus 
the tricuspid valve. 

6 wherein 



said curvilinear shape is configured to substantially follow the lateral 



and inferior caval veins. 



25. A method of conducting a surgical ablation procedure on a heart of a 

/ ! ; 

tient comprising: | 

providing an ablation sheath comprising a proximal end portion a distal 
portion and at least one lumen; 

providing an ablative device which is configured to be longitudinally 
received within said at least one lumen of said ablation sheath, said ablative 
device having an energy delivery portion which is adapted to be coupled to a 
source^ of ablative energy;. 

aking at least one incision in a patient's chest to access the heart; 
introducing the ablation sheath through said incision and positioning the 
distal end portion of the sheath adjacent to or in contact with a tissue surface of 
the heart; 

advancing said ablative device through the ablation sheath such that the 
energy delivery portion of the device is located at least partially within said 
distal end portion of the sheath; and 

forming at least one lesion along the tissue surface of the heart by 
applying energy to said energy delivery portion to effect ablation of tissue. 



30 226. The method of claim 225 wherein 

said distal end portion is pre-shaped. 
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227. the method of claim 225 wherein 
said distal end portion is malleable. 

5 228. The method of claim 225 wherein 
saia distal end portion is flexible. 

229. The method of claim 225 further comprising 

formingXat least one penetration in a wall of the heart into an interior 
10 chamber thereof and introducing the ablation sheath through the penetration to 
perform an ablative procedure within the internal chamber of the heart. 



230. The method of claim 229 wherein 

the internal chamber is selected from the right atrium or left atrium. 



15 



23 1 . The method of claim 229 wherein 

the internal chamber is selected from the right ventricle or left ventricle. 



232. The method of claim 229 wherein 
20 said forming aAeast one penetration in a wall of the heart is performed 

using a cutting memberlon a distal end of the ablation sheath. 



233. The method of claim 225 wherein 

the heart remains beating during the ablation procedure. 



25 



234. The method of claim 225 further comprising 

arresting the patient^s heart prior to said forming at least one lesion. 



235. The method of claim 225 wherein 
30 said incision is a median or partial sternotomy incision. 
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The method of claim 225 wherein 
said incision is a minimal thoracotomy. 



237\ The method of claim 225 wherein 
5 \ the size of said incision is not substantially greater than about 12 cm. 

238. \The method of claim 225 wherein 

the formation of said at least one lesion is visualized by a thoracoscope. 



o 



10 239. The method of claim 225 further comprising 

performing at least one portion of a coronary artery bypass graft 
procedure p>rior to or after said formation of at least one lesion. 



15 



240. The method of claim 225 further comprising 

repeating said forming at least one lesion at least one or more times to 
form two or rrlpre overlapping lesions on the heart. 



In 



20 



241. The method of claim 225 wherein 

said distal end portion of the sheath is positioned adjacent to or in 
contact with at least a portion of the transverse sinus preparatory to treating 
atrial fibrillation. 



25 



242. The method of claim 225 wherein 

said distal end portion of the sheath is positioned adjacent to or in 
contact with at least\a portion of the oblique sinus preparatory to treating atrial 
fibrillation. 



30 



243 . The method of elaim 22 5 wherein 

said distal end portion of the sheath is positioned adjacent to or in 
contact with at least a p9rtion of the tissue connecting a pulmonary vein to the 
left appendage. 
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244. 1 The method of claim 225 wherein 

\ said positioning the distal end portion of the sheath comprises 
puncturing at least one portion of the pericardial reflexion. 

245. The method of claim 244 wherein 

saiM portion of the pericardial reflexion is located around a pulmonary 
vein. \ 



1 0 246. The niethod of claim 240 wherein 

at least a portion of respective ones of said plurality of lesions overlap 
yQ one another to\form a continuous lesion. 



15 



247. The method of claim 246 wherein 

said plurality of lesions are formed in a substantially rectilinear pattern. 



248. The method of claim 246 wherein 

said pluralily of lesions are formed in a substantially curvilinear pattern. 



20 249. The method of claim 246 wherein 

said pluralitylof lesions are formed in a substantially annular pattern. 



25' 



250. The method oficlaim 225 wherein 

said ablative detvice comprises a microwave ablation element. 

251. The method of claim 225 wherein 

said ablative devLe comprises a radiofrequency ablation element. 



252. The method of claim 225 wherein 



30 



said ablative device comprises an ultrasound element. 
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253. 



The method of claim 225 wherein 

said ablative device comprises a laser emitting element. 



254. The method of claim 225 wherein 

said ablative device comprises a fluid delivery probe. 

255. The nWhod of claim 225 wherein 

said ablative device comprises a cryogenic element. 

256. A system for ablat&ig tissue within a body of a patient comprising: 

an elongated rail deWice adapted to be positioned proximate and adjacent 
to a selected tissue region to be ablated within the body of the patient; and 

an ablative device having a receiving passage configured to slideably 
receive said rail device longitudinally therethrough to slideably position the 
ablative device substantially \adjacent to or in contact with the selected tissue 
region, said ablative device havjug an energy delivery portion which is adapted 
to be coupled to an ablative energy source. 



257. The system of claim 256 wherein 

said ablative device and^ablati^e energy source are working together to 
produce the ablation of said selected tissue region. 




258. The system of claim 256 wherein 

said abla^e^enCTgy sources a microwave generator and said ablative 
device includes a microwave ablation element. 



259. The system of claim 256 wherein 

said ablative energy source is a radiofrequency generator and said 
ablative device includes a radiofrequency ablation element. 



260. The system of claim 256 wherein 
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said ablative energy source is a ultrasound generator and said ablative 
device includes a ultrasound ablation element. 

26 1 . The system pf claim 256 wherein 
5 said ablative energy source is a laser generator and said ablative device 

includes a laser ablation element. 



y3 
3 



20 



262. The system ofl claim 256 wherein 

said ablative energy source includes a compressor and a compressible 



10 gas, and said ablative 



device includes a cryoablation element. 



263. The system of claim/256, 
said rail device 



15 264. The system 

said rail device 




rem 

shaped distal portion. 



of claim 2 So, wherein 

includes a malleable distal portion 



265. The system/Of claim 256, wherein 

/ I. 

said ablative device is flexible. 



266. The system of claim 256, wherein 

said ablative device is adapted to directionally emit the ablative energy 
from the energy delivery portion. 



25 267. The system of claim 266 further including: 

a key assembly iooperating between the ablative device and the rail 
member to properly align\ the directionally emitted ablative energy toward the 
tissue region to be ablated. 



30 268. The system of claim 267, wherein 
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the rail dfevice includes a non-circular transverse cross-sectional 
dimension, and he receiving passage of the ablative device includes a 
substantially similarly shaped non-circular transverse cross-sectional dimension 
to enable sliding of the ablative device in a manner continuously aligning the 
5 directionally emitted ablative energy toward the tissue region to be ablated as 
the ablative device advances along the rail device. 

269. The system of claim 268, wherein 

the transverse aross-sectional dimensions of the rail device and the 
10 receiving passage are rectangular- shaped. 



0 270. The system of claim 268, wherein 

the transverse cross-sectional dimensions of the rail device and the 
receiving passage are ovalfshaped. 



27 1 . The system of/claim 267; wherein 



rd one of the railvdevi'ee and an interior wall, defining receiving passage of 

.r\ the ablative device, includes a key notch, and the other of the interior wall and 

y . 

the rail device '"defines la matching key way to continuously align the 
20 directionally emitted ablative energy toward the tissue region to be ablated as 
the ablative device advancis along the rail device. 



272. The system of claim 267 wherein 

said energy delivery^ portion is provided by a microwave ablation 



25 element 



273. The system of claim 272 wherein 

said microwave ablation element comprises a microwave antenna which 
is located within an antenna assembly of the ablative device for generating an 
30 electromagnetic field sufficient ^to cause ablation of said tissue region, said 
antenna assembly being adapted \to direct the majority of the electromagnetic 
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field generally in 
flexible tubular m 



(1 

a predetermined direction across the distal end portion of the 
?mber. 



20 



274. The system pf claim 273 wherein 

5 said antenna is configured to generate said electromagnetic field 

substantially radiallV from a longitudinal axis of the antenna, and said antenna 
assembly includes a i elongated shield extending partially around and generally 
in the direction of the longitudinal axis of the antenna, said shield defining an 
opening adapted to chrect said majority of the electromagnetic field generally in 
1 0 said predetermined direction. 

275. A method of ablating tissue within a body of a patient comprising: 
providing an elongated rail device having a distal portion; 

providing an ablative device having a receiving passage configured to 
15 slideably receive said rail device longitudinally therethrough, said ablative 



11 



portion which is adapted to be coupled to an 



25 



device having an enerjL 
ablative energy soujce; 

introducingsa^d^rail device into the patient's body and positioning the 
distal portion thereof proximate and adjacent to a selected tissue region to be 
ablated; 

slideably positioning the ablative device along the rail until the energy 
delivery portion is located substantially adjacent to or in contact with the 
selected tissue region; and 

delivering ablatiye energy to said energy delivery portion to ablate said 
tissue region. 



276. The method of claim 275 wherein 
the distal end portion is pre-shaped. 



30 277. The method of claim 275 wherein 
the distal end portion is malleable. 
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278. 



The method 
said im 
introducing the rail 



279. 



of claim 275 wherein 
trodijcing said rail device into the patient's body comprises 
device through an opening in the body of the patient. 



The method of claim 275 further comprising 

repositioningvthe energy delivery portion of the ablative device along the 
distal end portion of the rail device at least once to form a plurality of 
strategically positionecOesions along said tissue region. 



10 



15 



20 



280. The method of cllaim 27# wherein 

at least a porhonUff^ respective ones of said plurality of lesions overlap 
one another to form i continuous lesion. 



28 1 . The method of claim 275, wherein 

said ablative device is adapted to directionally emit the ablative energy 
from the energy delivery portion; further including: 

aligning the directionally emitted ablative energy toward the tissue region to be 
ablated through a key assembly cooperating between the ablative device and 



the rail member to proper 



y- 
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